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Turning loSS inTo
life Toughing it Out Witha Smile, Just Like Mom
A new child meant more work 
over the summer for JMU senior 
Pierre Curtis and his girlfriend 
Rashonda Roberson. Pierre worked 
at UREC. Rashonda, a 2009 JMU 
graduate, started back at Old Navy, 
though she hopes to pursue a career 
in social work.
“A lot of people get to have fun in 
the summer,” Pierre says. “I didn’t. I 
want to say I lived the real-world life. 
Shonda… she worked up until she 
had to stop working, and she took 
the time off and now she’s working again. We 
do things that are necessary. There’s times 
when we don’t have any money at all, but we 
have enough money to take care of Sydney. 
We have enough money to give her formula 
or pay for her daycare.” 
Rashonda has also made her share of sac-
rifices, including missing her senior season 
of track and field. She draws comfort in their 
relationship as parents, knowing Pierre never 
shirks his responsibilities. 
“I think he sees it as there are a lot of 
dads out there that aren’t there, but since 
he is here, he pretty much makes sure he’s 
involved in everything,” she says. “Compared 
to a lot of dads his age I’ve seen around, he 
does a lot more; he’s a lot more involved. He 
pretty much knows everything: diaper chang-
ing and middle-of-the-night wake-ups, even 
though he still has class in the morning.” 
At times Pierre and Rashonda 
make it sound easy, but there is 
nothing routine about 22-year-olds 
when they face unexpected preg-
nancy. They were worried. Pierre 
doesn’t have the time for a job while 
being a full-time student-athlete. 
Athlete alottment checks are not 
exactly geared toward helping sup-
port children. (Athletes living off 
campus receive scholarship money 
to pay for housing and groceries.) 
Pierre described Rashonda as “not 
rich,” and due to his mother’s death 
and having an estranged father, he 
doesn’t have the financial support 
that so many students enjoy. 
“Financially, there’s a lot of people 
that are hurting right now,” he says. “So, for 
me to bring a child into this world, when I 
don’t have any financial means necessary, I 
was kind of nervous. But I mean, you go out 
there and do what you have to do.” 
A healthy Sydney Denise Curtis was born 
May 1, 2009. Scouring over baby books, 
they decided on Sydney over any family
see curTis, page 10
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The Sunday morning sea of red Solo 
cups and aluminum cans littering 
stairwells, lawns and streets proclaims 
JMU’s off-campus culture.
“That was a fun party last night!” the 
relics scream. 
JMU is sometimes thought to have 
a “work hard, play hard” culture. It’s a 
culture of alcohol, of being known as 
a great party school, and of brunch-
time relivings of what happened the 
night before.
But some faculty members are ask-
ing how the university could address its 
primary goal — academics — in rela-
tion to this drinking stereotype which 
shows JMU students’ drinking habits 
surpass the national average. 
Through the faculty interest group 
this year and with additional resourc-
es on campus, a handful of professors 
and other faculty think it’s time to 
start a conversation with students 
about weekend activities. “The Per-
fect Storm,” organized by the Center 
for Faculty Innovation, addresses how 
faculty can maintain the social appeal 
of JMU while protecting the university’s 
academics.
Communications professor Thad 
Herron describes a typical scene that 
could be heard at E-Hall or D-Hall one 
weekend morning or afternoon. 
“It’s who hooked up with whom, who 
got the most hammered, who blacked 
out, who puked, and we accept that,” 
Herron said as he led an early February 
discussion. “It’s part of the narrative that 
drives our week-in and week-out.”
But he wants students to know they 
are better than that. 
“Is that what binds us together as 
a community? Those stories? I think 
there’s more to us than that,” Herron 
said. “We want you to have fun. Socializ-
ing is very important, and it is important 
to make friendships, but is there a more 
meaningful way to 
do it?”
More than 60 
percent of JMU 
students reported 
binge drinking in 
a two week peri-
od, according to 
the 20 0 8 Core 
Alcohol and Drug Survey conduct-
ed by the Office of Substance Abuse 
Research. The national average is 47 
percent. Statistics are based on an 
e-mail survey sent to 1,000 students and 
completed by 278 students. Results also 
showed that JMU students consumed 
8.0 drinks per week, compared to 5.5 
nationwide.
Results from the SGA-sponsored late-
night bus survey reflect similar habits 
for students. In response to a question 
about whether providing late-night bus 
services could make it seem as if JMU 
supports or encourages high risk drink-
ing behavior, 81 percent of respondents 
said they either disagree or strongly dis-
agree. Students also overwhelmingly 
said that even if the late night bus ser-
vices ended around 1 a.m., they would 
not change the amount they drink. 
JMU’s Substance Abuse Prevention
see ‘sTorM’, page 4
Pierre Curtis’ girlfriend, Rashonda Roberson, waits with their 
daughter Sydney after Saturday’s game against Drexel.
By MATT suTHerlANd
and JoHN suTTer
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It is a story as old as “Citizen Kane:” A 
politician writes the headlines instead of 
making them. Now, the story is becoming 
reality in Harrisonburg.
Mayor and JMU alumnus Kai Degn-
er launched an online news site Feb. 
28 called the Harrisonburg Times. The 
site is also still looking for more fund-
ing but hopes to have consistent content 
by April 15. 
Degner described the site as a news 
resource but structured like a blog. With 
the new publication, Degner is hoping 
to break down what he believes are the 
“barriers” of the local media.
“I think there’s a huge opportunity 
to allow more voices with stories to be 
featured from the community, to the 
community,” Degner said.  
While the Web site is not current-
ly making a profit, Degner said it is his 
own business venture that could poten-
tially make money from advertisements. 
As of Wednesday afternoon, 27 people 
have applied for writing positions at the 
site, and all have diverse professional 
backgrounds.
One of the main qualms Degner list-
ed with the current media is the what he 
considers unbalanced coverage of the 
Daily News-Record.
“There is a break in trust between the 
current newspaper of record and its mar-
ket,” the Times’ Web site says. “For all the 
good the DNR does to inform the pub-
lic on local issues, its ultraconservative 
stance is offending and alienating a grow-
ing population of people — some who 
even make it a personal policy to ‘Do Not 
Read’ the DNR.”
Degner said he understands legitimate 
concerns over a conflict of interest in his 
venture, but claims his role will be one to 
ensure professionalism and quality rath-
er than censorship of opinions. 
“I may be the most accountable news 
source in what I write than anyone else in 
the city,” Degner said. “I’m under the lens 
already. I’m accountable to the citizens of 
the city more than anyone else is.”
Peter Yates, the editor and general 
manager of the Daily News-Record, said 
it is not a newspaper’s responsibility to 
judge Degner’s separate venture.
“That’s not for us to decide,” Yates said. 
“There are plenty of politicians in the 
media. The mayor doesn’t have to answer 
to us. He has to answer to the citizens of 
Harrisonburg.”
Steven Anderson, director of JMU’s 
School of Media Arts and Design, 
expressed concern over Degner’s role in 
the fourth estate.
“Any time the watchdog is watching 
themselves in the media, there is defi-
nitely a conflict of interest,” Anderson 
said.
By JessicA AlBerT 
contributing writer
After much anticipation, JMU stu-
dents are finally using the Live@edu 
e-mail system.
Students received an e-mail about 
how to setup their new accounts Feb. 
25. The new system has replaced the 
former Webmail service, which had 
been in place since May 2003. As of 
Tuesday afternoon, about 7,200 stu-
dents have made the switch to Live@
edu. 
The new system changes students’ 
e-mail usernames to “e-ID@dukes.
jmu.edu.”  Some students were upset 
the change was made mid-semester 
and some have yet to adjust to the new 
system. 
“It is a little weird actually,” freshman 
Hannah Munson said. “When you tell 
people your e-mail now, you have to 
say the dukes.jmu.edu.” 
According to Dave Hulvey, assistant 
vice president for Information Tech-
nology, the e-mail switch may seem 
inconvenient to students, but he thinks 
the change is warranted. 
“Students use their e-mail accounts 
all throughout the year, so there is really 
never a good time for change,” Hul-
vey said. “Making the switch midyear 
allows us to better support students 
since we’re here and the resources are 
available.” 
He explained that IT had heard com-
plaints about the Webmail system, so 
staff evaluated other university’s sys-
tems. Students were the last to convert 
to Live@edu after IT began trials with 
some faculty groups last fall. 
“We felt that Microsoft’s Live@edu 
system offered us the best long-term 
solution as our university provided 
student e-mail and a collaboration 
environment,” Hulvey said.  
Before the change, some users were 
worried about whether or not they 
would be able to forward to other sys-
tems, such as Gmail. This change can 
be made by choosing “Options” and 
then “Forward your mail using Inbox 
rules.”
Some students are finding problems 
with forwarding though, including 
senior Cody Harrison. 
“I don’t like that it doesn’t forward 
to Gmail anymore, which I set up fil-
ters and everything for now they don’t 
work,” Harrison said.
Munson uses Hotmail for her per-
sonal e-mail account and says the new 
see e-MAil, page 4
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JMU police make arrests 
as the forensics unit 
identifies fingerprints 
and other evidence.
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Supreme Court should 
protect gun rights, 
not prohibit them.
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serves international 
meals produced 
organically, locally.
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basketball teams head 
to CAA tournament.
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Students React to Live@Edu
locAl MediA
Mayor 
Launches 
News Site
Some Like the New System, Others Find it Difficult to Navigate, Forward
The next steps
After low levels of participation, 
leaders of the group are reaching 
further into the university. they hope 
to survey the faculty for their input 
and create a Web site with resources.
“There’s a lot of really good 
ideas out there, but i think 
faculty don’t necessarily 
know  why they should 
incorporate them.”
— Kathy Ott-Walter
health sciences professor, 
group leader
n results 
of the 
2008 core 
survey, 
jmu.edu/
healthctr
Kai Degner, a 2003 graduate, does not 
agree with the local paper’s editorials. 
faculty interest 
groups 
Organized through the Center 
for Faculty Innovation, the 
“Perfect Storm” interest 
group address how faculty 
can support academics and 
JMU’s reputation of academic 
rigor. 
“How can we be creative and 
think outside the box and 
integrate it into business 
curriculum, and psychology 
and more? There’s a lot of 
opportunity for infusion 
across disciplines.”
— Paige Hawkins
director of the Substance 
Abuse Prevention
it’s who hooked up with whom, who got the most hammered, who blacked out, who puked, and we accept that.
 it’s part of the narrative that drives our week-in and week-out.
is that what binds us together as a community? Those stories? i think there’s more to us than that.
— Thad Herron, communications professor, leader of interest group
Faculty Discuss Alcohol, 
Academics Relationship 
windows live@edu 
the Live@edu service is an offshoot 
of Windows Live Webmail. it is used by 
other major universities including the 
University of Pennsylvania, University of 
missouri, San Diego State University and 
the University of new York. this specific 
service is designed for university students. 
JmU faculty and staff will use the microsoft 
exchange service, because faculty staff 
e-mails must be stored on site and with 
JmU for legal and security matters.
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Westport Village – Just steps from 
Devon Lane, these 4 bedroom, 3 full 
bathroom apartments boast 2 levels, 
all appliances, 2 living rooms, 
washer/dryer, and central Heat/AC.  
Water included in rent!  Only 
$375/person!  Available August 2010!
501 South High Street – Walk to 
Memorial Hall!  This 14 bedroom, 4 
bathroom house can be rented as a 
whole, or divided into three 
completely separate apartments 
with separate kitchens and 
bathrooms!  Large rooms, hardwood 
oors, and Internet INCLUDED!  
Across street from Greenberry’s!  
MUST SEE!
Hillmont Apartments – 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments built within the last 2 years 
that include all appliances, including 
dishwasher, stove, fridge, microwave, 
disposal and FULL SIZE washer/dryer in 
EVERY UNIT!  Lots of storage space, great 
location near shopping and dining!  1 
bedroom only $525/month and 2 
bedrooms only $700/month! MUST SEE!
250 West Water Street – Located down the street from 
Memorial Hall, this 5 bedroom, 2 bathroom house has 2 
kitchens, large bedrooms, and a large backyard area.  
O-street parking is also available!  Only $300/person!  
Available July 5, 2010!
116 North High Street – Walk to 
downtown!  This 4 bedroom, 2 
bathroom house has hardwood 
oors throughout, large bedrooms, 
extra living space, and storage 
areas.  O-street parking behind 
the house!  Only $350/person!  
Available August 5, 2010!
1554 Devon Lane (Foxhills) – LAST 
ONE LEFT!  4 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
townhouse located at the center of the 
Foxhills community.  Large open 
kitchen, 2 living rooms, central 
heat/AC, and washer/dryer.  GREAT 
VALUE at $375/person!  Available 
August 10, 2010! 
Hunters Ridge Townhouses  
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
with central Heat/AC, all 
appliances, and washer/dryer!  
Furnished!  Only $200/person!  
Flexible Availability!
College Station – 4 
bedroom, 2 bathroom 
townhouses on three levels!  
Central Heat/AC, all 
appliances, washer/dryer.  
Fully OR partially furnished!  
Only $225/person!
Larceny
 On Feb. 24, a JMU employee 
reported an $8,000 Boston 
upright piano missing from the 
Music Building inventory
 On Feb. 25, a JMU student reported 
theft of a $1,100 laptop computer 
and a $250 iPod Touch from a 
McGraw-Long Hall dorm room.
 On Tuesday, a JMU student reported 
theft of a video game and two iPods, 
valuing $560, from an unsecured 
McGraw-Long Hall dorm room.
 On Monday, a JMU employee reported 
theft of a $500 JMU fl ag from 
the CISAT A1 building fl agpole.
 On Saturday, a JMU student reported 
theft of a $200 suitcase and $230 in 
cash from an Eagle Hall dorm room. 
 On Feb. 24, a JMU student reported 
theft of an unattended $200 cell 
phone from an E-Hall table.
 On Monday, a JMU employee 
reported theft of a $200 
mirror in the Bridgeforth 
Stadium women’s restroom.
 On Feb. 24, a JMU student 
reported theft of an unsecured 
$100 Huffy bicycle from a 
Frederikson Hall bike rack.
Property Damage 
 On Monday, a JMU employee reported 
$395 damage to a wall and paper 
towel holders in the Bridgeforth 
Stadium women’s restroom.
 On Sunday, a JMU student reported 
vandalism to four exit signs in Weaver 
Hall, resulting in $240 damage.
 On Friday, a JMU student reported 
$100 damage to a bulletin board 
in a Potomac Hall hallway.
 On Saturday, a JMU police 
offi cer reported $50 damage 
to a stop sign in R1 lot.
 On Feb. 25, a JMU employee reported 
$25 damage to drywall in the second 
fl oor bathroom of Wilson Hall.
Alcohol & Drugs
 On Friday, police arrested a JMU 
student, who also received three 
judicial referrals, for alleged 
marijuana possession, alleged 
public intoxication and alleged 
public intoxication in A1 lot.
 On Friday, police arrested one of 
three JMU students, who received 
four judicial referrals, for alleged 
public intoxication and alleged 
underaged possession at Greek Row.
 On Saturday, police arrested a JMU 
student, who also received two 
judicial referrals, for alleged public 
intoxication and alleged underaged 
consumption at Godwin bus stop.
 On Saturday, police arrested a JMU 
student, who also received two 
judicial referrals, for alleged public 
intoxication and alleged underaged 
possession at the intersection 
of Duke and Bluestone Drives.
 On Saturday, police arrested a JMU 
student, who also received a judicial 
referral, for alleged underaged 
consumption at Godwin bus stop.
 On Friday, police arrested a JMU 
student, who also received a 
judicial referral for alleged public 
intoxication in Huffman Hall.
 On Saturday, three JMU 
students received judicial 
referrals for alleged underaged 
consumption at Chesapeake, 
Godwin and Hanson Halls.
Assault
 On Sunday, a JMU student 
reported sexual assault by an 
acquaintance in Potomac Hall.
POLICE LOG
52 Dead Due to Toyota
WASHINGTON —  e National Highway 
Tra  c Safety Administration has received 
complaints of  fatal crashes involving 
unintended acceleration in Toyota vehicles 
since , up from  reported through mid-
February.
 e crashes caused a total of  deaths 
and  injuries, the agency said Tuesday 
in an e-mailed statement on data through 
last month. NHTSA 
provided the infor-
mation to the Senate 
Commerce, Science 
and Transportation 
Committee, which 
held hearings Tues-
day on Toyota’s 
record recalls. As of 
Feb. , regulators 
had received reports 
of  crashes and  
deaths.
The Senate com-
merce committee is 
the third congressional panel to review the 
handling by Toyota and NHTSA of the recalls, 
involving about  million vehicles worldwide. 
Sen. Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Va., chairman of the 
committee, said “public safety took a back 
seat” to pro ts, and that he plans legislation.
“We know that something has gone terribly 
wrong,” Rockefeller said. “ e system meant 
to safeguard against faulty vehicles has failed 
and it needs to be  xed immediately.”
Thirty three of the crashes, causing  
deaths, were in vehicles with electronic throttle 
controls. NHTSA is investigating whether elec-
tronic systems contributed to the incidents, 
while Toyota has said there is no evidence of 
a connection.
 ree quarters of the reports to the auto-
safety regulator were received in the past four 
months as Japan-based Toyota, the world’s 
largest automaker, recalled vehicles for defects 
that may cause sudden acceleration.
CORRECTION
In the Monday, March 1 issue of The Breeze, the article “Turning Loss into Life: A Pierre Curtis Story” 
incorrectly said  Sydney Denise Curtis was eight months old in February — she was nine months old. 
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FormEr jmu running back
Case Continues to 2011
Corwin Acker, a former running back 
on JMU’s football team, received a 
deferred disposition until March 2011 
on a Feb. 15 marijuana possession 
charge. He appeared in court Tuesday. 
This ruling means he is under 
probation until that time and if he 
has no more charges, the marijuana 
charge could be dropped. He was 
immediately dropped from the football 
team after the charge and left JMU.
Harrisonburg
Military Fair Comes to JMU
The Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
Chamber of Commerce will host its 
first-ever Military Support Fair March 
4. Scheduled to take place at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Festival Conference & Student 
Center, the Fair will offer resources to 
military families, including financial, 
educational and medical claim 
assistance.
Harrisonburg
Search Warrants Opened 
on Cab Owner’s Activity
Search warrants were unsealed 
Tuesday for alleged crimes by Waseem 
Afridi, the owner of Harrisonburg’s 
Royal Cab. Police investigators 
noticed that several apartment break-
ins during March 2009 had been 
tied to Afridi. According to police 
records, Afridi had been selling stolen 
electronics, including laptops, iPods 
and Blu-Ray players, for more than 
two years. He was arrested in January 
and is scheduled in court in April. 
gEnEral assEmbly
Guns-in-Bars Bill Passes
The Virginia House of Delegates 
approved a Senate bill Tuesday that 
allows concealed handguns to be 
carried in restaurants that serve 
alcohol. Gov. Bob McDonnell has 
planned to sign the bill, which carries 
a $1,000 fine and up to six months 
in jail for concealed carriers that 
consume alcohol. The guns-in-bars 
bill was vetoed several times by fomer 
Gov. Timothy Kaine.
Discrimination 
Policy Reversed
A final attempt to restore 
nondiscrimination in public 
employment in Virginia on the basis 
of sexual orientation was rejected 
Tuesday by a House of Delegates 
subcommittee. Former Govs. Mark 
Warner and Tim Kaine had proclaimed 
the policy by executive order. 
tEEnagE substancE usE
Drug and Alcohol Use Rises
More teenagers are drinking and 
smoking marijuana than ever before, 
according to a a study released 
Tuesday. The number of teens who 
drink has risen across the country to 
11 percent, and the number of teens 
who say they smoke has risen from 19 
percent to 25 percent. 
CSI: James Madison 
by joHn suttEr
The Breeze
A 1991 on-campus assault and battery left a 
trail of blood spattered across the ceiling of a 
Greek Row dorm room.  
JMU Police Chief Lee Shifflett, using his per-
sonal 35mm camera, analyzed the physical 
evidence of what would become the first of many 
cases for the JMU forensic investigation unit.  
Since that first investigation in 1991, the foren-
sic investigation unit can now collect, identify and 
preserve physical evidence from crime scenes. 
The unit handles an average of five to 10 cases 
per week.  
“Eighteen years ago I saw a need that I didn’t 
think we were giving our community the best ser-
vice that we could,” Shifflett said.
According to evidence technician Larry Ressin, 
an Alternative Light Source can alter the lighting 
to find physical evidence that fluoresces at differ-
ent frequencies. 
“The ALS is portable enough that you can take 
it to a scene and actually find fibers, body fluids 
and hairs,” Shifflett said. 
After the evidence is identified, it is stored and 
then sent to a regional lab in Richmond or Roa-
noke for detailed analysis. The regional labs can 
run DNA analysis, do fingerprint matching and 
determine blood type. 
“We don’t analyze like you see on TV,” Shif-
flett said. “We collect and preserve the evidence 
and send it to the regional lab, where they have 
experts that do nothing but [analyze].” 
To identify fingerprints, Ressin also uses super-
glue in a vacuum chamber. The emitted vapors 
adhere to the oils and acids in the fingerprints, 
solidifying the print and making it visible.
Shifflett said the forensic unit uses superglue 
on site and even, if necessary, will superglue a 
car’s interior. However, he said it’s a balancing 
act between damaging the object and obtaining 
evidence.  
“If we identify something that is potential 
evidence, we try to bring it back here to the con-
trolled environment,” Shifflett said.  
To identify unknown chemicals and substanc-
es, the forensics unit can use a portable Raman 
spectrometer. According to Ressin, this device 
can quickly analyze an unknown substance and 
compare it to an on-board database of 7,500 
known chemicals or connect to the Internet for 
a database of every known chemical substance. 
“It tells us right now what the chemical is,” 
Shifflett said. “We don’t have to wait 48 hours for 
someone in Richmond to tell us what it is.” 
If an unknown substance is accidentally left in 
a chemistry lab or if a bottle is left out, the Raman 
spectrometer can immediately identify the sub-
stance without having to evacuate the building or 
call a Hazardous Materials Response Team.  
“Could you imagine if we didn’t have this, and 
then we called Potomac Environmental and spent 
a quarter of a million dollars, and it’s a bottle of 
water?” Ressin said.  
JMU is the only department in the region to 
have this device. 
According to Shifflett, local police departments 
often collaborate, utilizing a system of reciprocity 
to solve cases. JMU police do not charge a fee to 
process requests from other departments.  
“All the law enforcement in this area, we 
collaborate daily, weekly — if Bridgewater, Har-
risonburg — it doesn’t have to be local — if they 
come ask for our help, we’re going to help them,” 
Shifflett said.
Harrisonburg Police Department spokes-
woman Mary-Hope Vass said local agencies 
collaborate because jurisdictions overlap. 
“We frequently share information and resources 
see ForEnsics, page 4
TOP JMU police display examples of evidence collected from 
crime scenes. LEFT Evidence technician Larry Ressin, uses the 
Raman spectrometer to determine the identity of an unknown 
substance. ABOvE Ressin uses Mylar film and an electric charge 
to to reveal a footprint on the floor.
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Old Glory has been returned to 
a Harrisonburg woman’s home 
where it belongs.
Pat Doorenbos, a resident of 
the 1100 block of Hillcrest Drive, 
found her American flag Tuesday 
morning folded up in a ceremo-
nial triangle on her doormat. The 
flag, which flew over the United 
States Capitol 11 years ago, was 
stolen Feb. 23.
She flies the flag because her 
daughter, an executive officer to 
the director in the Air National 
Guard, and her former husband 
served in the military. The flag 
flew over the Capitol on Dec. 7, 
1999, and was given to her by Sen. 
Chuck Grassly (R-IA).
Doorenbos said her door-
bell rang at 2:30 a.m. Tuesday 
morning.
“I thought, ‘Oh, somebody’s 
playing a prank on me,’ with the 
whole flag thing,” Doorenbos said. 
“I went to sleep, and when I woke 
up again I thought it might have 
been the flag.”
After getting out of bed, 
Doorenbos saw the flag wrapped 
in a ceremonial triangle on her 
front porch.
Since finding it, Doorenbos has 
left the flag in the exact position it 
was returned in
Doorenbos credits articles in 
The Breeze and the Daily News-
Record with the flag’s return. 
The local media “truly has 
been wonderful and very helpful 
in returning the flag,” Doorenbos 
said. “With at least 50,000 people 
knowing someone took the flag, 
someone must have realized they 
should have put it back.”
Although she does not have 
any definitive plans when to do 
so, Doorenbos said she will even-
tually fly the flag once again.
“It’s been a wonderful day 
today,” Doorenbos said. “I just want 
the flag to be a symbol to everyone 
as a form of patriotism.”
Missing Flag Finds Way Home 
policE
in tHE community collEgE costs
White House Wants 
More Affordability 
Hundreds to Volunteer During Spring Break
Pat Doorenbos said her doorbell 
rang at 2:30 a.m. Tuesday and 
when she went outside later 
that day, the flag was folded in a 
ceremonial triangle. 
daN GoriN / the breeze
by daniEllE stricklEr
The Breeze
About 400 students are participating in Alter-
native Spring Break programs next week, both 
on domestic trips and internationally. They will 
be volunteering with all types of organizations. 
Other students though are staying closer to home 
during their week-long break, instead of traveling 
abroad. 
“I would rather go on a ASB trip as opposed to 
a spring break trip because I feel that you can save 
money by doing fundraisers, and you are also help-
ing people,” said Laura Monger, a junior chemistry 
major.
For the Alternative Spring Break trips, students 
pay approximately $250 to participate in one of 22 
domestic trips and between $439 and $2,200 for 
one of 17 domestic-flying or international trips. 
Fundraising projects, such as proceeds nights at 
local businesses, letter writing and selling raffle 
tickets led by students helped many students cut 
costs.
 “My family wasn’t taking a trip this year, so 
the cost would all fall to me,” said sophomore 
Samantha Hunt, a CIS major. “I had many plans 
for trips that I wanted to take, but they were too 
expensive.”
Money is a deciding factor for other students 
who were planning their own trips with friends. 
“I found a cheap cruise, but when I started to 
add in the cost of travel and the room, it became 
way too expensive,” sophomore Ashley Creech 
said. The trip would be about $1,000.
Creech said she is going to stay home this year, 
but plans on saving for next year.
Although some underclassman may not be par-
ticipating in spring break, many seniors are also 
celebrating their impending graduation.
“I feel like a lot of seniors are going on spring 
break trips because they are graduation presents.” 
Morton said. “I feel like everyone in my graduating 
class is going somewhere.” 
by kalEigH somErs
contributing writer 
A bill that could increase financial aid for students 
is still sitting in committee.
Tuesday evening, Arne Duncan, the secretary of 
education, and Melody Barnes, the White House 
domestic policy advisor, hosted a live Web chat to 
answer the questions about the Student Aid and Fis-
cal Responsibility Act (SAFRA).
Changes would include increased Pell grant 
money, Perkins loans and direct lending (rather than 
subsidizing banks). This would decrease net spend-
ing by $13.3 billion in the next five years, according 
to the Congressional Budget Office. 
The Federal Pell Grant program would see the big-
gest change in terms of money offered. By 2019, CBO 
anticipates a $39.4 billion increase in grant money.
“College has never been so important,” Duncan 
said during the video chat. 
While direct lending is a huge change for the 
nation’s colleges in terms of offering financial 
aid, JMU already made the switch last summer. 
see saFra, page 4
Forensic Investigations Unit in Police Department Solves Cases 
Using High-Tech Equipment in Anthony-Seeger Hall
More than 400 people from JMU are volunteering during spring break through Community-Service Learning and 
other organizations. They are going to various states in the U.S. and at least seven other countries. 
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Brad Barnett, senior associate direc-
tor at the JMU Financial Aid Office, 
explained the bill’s largest debate is 
“inconsequential to us.” For now, there 
is no clear-cut answer as to how the bill 
would affect JMU, if passed. Barnett said 
those in favor of the legislation have very 
different data than those against it. 
There are “people on both sides of 
the spectrum,” Barnett said. “The truth 
is somewhere in the middle.”  
Still, Duncan said that if passed, the 
bill would “empower financial aid offi-
cers at the local level based on personal 
circumstances.”  
The basis behind direct lending is 
eliminating the middleman, according 
to Barnes. Instead of banks, the treasury 
would originate loans. 
“Why pay banks to do something we 
can already do?” Barnes said in the Web 
chat.  
Duncan believes more power will be 
in the hands of the universities. He said 
Americans are smart and won’t overpay 
for education. By offering more resourc-
es to the universities, they won’t need to 
continually raise tuition costs.  
Duncan said universities that don’t 
focus on reducing costs would ultimate-
ly struggle to find students. He hopes 
SAFRA would create an incentive for 
schools to keep costs low. 
One of the last major focuses was on 
Income-Based Repayment, which would 
reduce loan repayment each month to 
10 percent of a person’s income. Accord-
ing to Barnes, this would attract teachers 
to jobs they love. 
“It’s one of the most important, if not 
the most important, factor for a student,” 
Barnes said. 
More questions can be sent to 
public@who.eop.gov.
safra |  JMU Already 
Switched to Direct Lending from page 3
 
with JMU and the community and vice 
versa,” Vass said.  
The forensics unit can also pull foot-
prints from dust, analyze documents, 
and do on-site testing for chemicals and 
gun-shot residue.  
“I think that our community deserves 
this type of service from us,” Shifflett 
said. “Instead of just taking a report 
on it, let’s try and solve it and use all 
the resources we have available at that 
time.”
To mix the chemicals necessary for 
fingerprinting, Shifflett works with 
chemistry professor Donna Amenta. 
She said Shifflett buys the chemicals in 
large quantities and then they work to 
mix them to the right solution. 
Shifflett said the cost to run the lab 
is minimal after the equipment is pur-
chased. Some equipment is expensive, 
like the $15,000 ALS scanner, while 
other pieces cost less, such as $100 for 
a pack of 15 field narcotics tests. The lab 
is covered in the operational costs of the 
public safety department.  
“What’s the cost not to [have one]?” 
Shifflett said. 
Recently, the unit identified and lift-
ed fingerprints from a car break-in at 
Rockingham Hall in 2008. After send-
ing the prints to the regional lab for 
analysis, a match came back on the 
Automated Fingerprint Identification 
System for Alejandro Dominquez, 24, 
of Charlottesville. 
Dominquez pleaded guilty to tam-
pering with a vehicle and grand larceny 
and has been sentenced to four years 
and seven months in jail.  
After a series of three break-ins in 
2008, fingerprints from a door and 
money envelope in Memorial Hall led to 
the arrest of Charlie Collins, Airik Carter 
and Jonathan Artope on Feb. 16.  
The three are scheduled to enter 
pleas in court in March and April.  
The forensic investigation unit also 
has a cyber crimes department that 
began nine years ago. Computer crimes 
investigator, Sgt. Sid Hartman, investi-
gates four to five external requests per 
week. Even though internal cases are 
not as numerous, the lab is utilized 
whenever there is a need for comput-
er or technological analysis, Shifflett 
said.  
“We’re going to spend the time, 
because we’re trained to do it, and 
we owe it to the community,” Shifflett 
said.  
forensics | Investigates Cyber Crimes
e-mail |  25 GB File Storage from frontOffice was created last fall, and accord-
ing to director Paige Hawkins, it acts as 
a central contact for all departments 
on campus. The office created the 
“your call” campaign this year along 
with other initiatives to address high-
risk alcohol behaviors. Hawkins also 
helped with the series of faculty inter-
est groups. 
“It’s kind of organic, and you send 
the invitation with a description of how 
you’d like to frame the conversation, 
but then the topics and the conversa-
tion are guided by the concerns and 
the interests and the passions for the 
faculty members who participate,” 
Hawkins said. “That’s been really inter-
esting and exciting for me.” 
Participants in the series of faculty 
interest groups, which began last fall, 
have worked to define JMU’s culture, 
how faculty can address it and what 
they’ve done so far. One of their goals 
is to address the problem starting in 
the classroom but not by simply tell-
ing students to not drink. 
Class material could relate to alco-
hol across all disciplines, such as 
marketing, business, anthropology, 
journalism, geography and English, 
participants said. It does not mean 
a professor should stand in front of 
the room and lecture students on not 
drinking. Instead, the ideas could be 
tied into the lessons. 
Hawkins explained how she part-
nered with a group of students last year 
in a health communications class to 
produce a health media campaign. 
“How can we be creative and think 
outside the box and integrate it into 
business curriculum and psychology 
and more?” Hawkins said. “There’s a 
lot of opportunity for infusion across 
disciplines.”
Professor Kathy Ott-Walter of the 
health sciences department explained 
how faculty might not be sure how to 
start. 
“There’s a lot of really good ideas 
out there, but I think faculty don’t 
necessarily know why they should 
incorporate them,” Ott-Walter said 
during the February discussion.
Kristin Stephens, coordinator of 
First Year Involvement, said it is also 
different for staff working outside of 
classrooms.
“We see students in a different 
way,” Stephens said Tuesday morning. 
“They’re more themselves in my office 
because it’s a relaxed atmosphere.”
She said administrative and profes-
sional faculty can provide “texture” to 
these ideas. 
Despite a high turnout for the first 
discussion group in the fall, few have 
attended the last two discussions this 
semester. Herron and Ott-Walter, the 
leaders of the discussion group, are 
now looking for ways to get more fac-
ulty involved.
Without hearing representation 
from across campus, for now they 
want to find out what the community 
wants to do. If faculty interest groups 
are not working for certain reasons, 
they hope to find this out through a 
mass survey. 
“I expect that we’ll get quite a few, 
‘This isn’t my job,’ responses [on a sur-
vey], but hopefully we’ll get more that 
say, ‘This is interesting, but I don’t 
know how,’ ” Ott-Walter said. 
Other ideas include hosting smaller 
focus groups or other types of training, 
or having resources available on a Web 
site. 
The group has researched other uni-
versities that have similar programs 
and Web sites, especially Virginia 
Tech and the University of Virginia. 
For example, the U.Va. Center for Alco-
hol and Substance Education offers a 
guide for how faculty can assist stu-
dents as well as ideas for curriculum 
infusion. Ultimately, the group hopes 
to create a similar Web site that faculty 
will value as a resource on how to help 
their students. 
The “sea of red” that faculty often 
see should not define the communi-
ty, Ott-Walter explained, and faculty 
should have a role in developing their 
students. 
“If our mission espouses all these 
things about community,” Ott-Walter 
said, “then we do have these respon-
sibilities toward each other.”
‘storm’ |  Wants More Faculty Involved
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JMU e-mail account interferes with her 
usual Hotmail login procedures. 
“Every time I want to sign into that, 
it messes up my JMU one, and I have to 
retype that out every time I want to get 
on that one,” Munson said.
One of the primary objectives of the 
e-mail system is to provide more stor-
age space. Students will now receive 10 
GB of inbox storage and 25 GB for file 
storage.
The new system has several new 
features including a universal address 
book, an instant messaging function and 
mobile access. 
Freshman Bryce Kiser likes the Live@
edu system for its more modern, bright-
er look as compared to Webmail.
“It has a more graphical user inter-
face,” Kiser said. “It is a lot nicer. It shows 
you your message when it comes up. 
You don’t have to click. I think it is just 
a lot more user friendly.” 
Hulvey said an added benefit of the 
Live@edu account is that students will 
be able to keep their usernames after 
they graduate, but not all students 
agree. 
Harrison is not a fan of the new sys-
tem and feels that the switch was at an 
awkward time, especially for seniors, 
and not very well advertised. 
“It’s just inconvenient and I’m a sec-
ond semester senior I shouldn’t use it,” 
Harrison said. 
“I really like that you’re going to get to 
keep it for a lifetime,” Kiser said. “This is 
the e-mail I give out for work and every-
thing. It will be nice that I won’t have to 
change it.” 
Hulvey thinks that the everlasting fea-
ture of the Live@edu accounts is going 
to benefit students in the long run.
“Making the switch now gives the 
graduating students an opportunity to 
use the system before they leave JMU,” 
Hulvey said. 
But senior Amanda Lorusso said she’s 
already given out her @jmu.edu e-mail 
address to potential employers. 
“Now they have incorrect information 
and I might be getting potential jobs and 
they will not know how to contact me via 
e-mail,” Lorusso said.
The Webmail system will be used 
until March 17. E-mails will be sent to 
both accounts until that date, but all 
students must set up their new e-mail 
accounts by then. After that, e-mails will 
only be sent to the Live@edu accounts, 
whether or not the student has set up 
their new e-mail. 
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JOHN SCOTT |  don’t tread on me
Shoot it Down,
Supreme Court
In the  Supreme Court case Git-
low v. New York, Justice Edward Terry 
Sanford, wrote the majority opinion, 
solidi ed the “bad tendency” test and 
expanded the amount of speech the 
federal govern-
m e nt  c ou l d 
regulate.  In 
t h e  m i d d l e 
of his opin-
ion, Sanford 
incidental-
ly  extended 
protection of 
f ree  speech 
and free press 
against state 
governments. Although incorporation 
of two fundamental First Amendment 
rights into the Due Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment is an extremely 
signi cant precedent, how Sanford non-
chalantly established the protections in 
his dicta is odd. 
As an individual with a deep respect 
for the Constitution, it would be hypo-
critical of me to arbitrarily hold rights 
derived from one amendment in a 
higher regard than rights associated 
with another. Because of this mutual 
respect, I support a total application of 
all enumerated rights and protections in 
the  rst eight amendments against the 
state governments. 
I find it ironic how passively the 
Supreme Court applied free speech 
and free press protections to the states, 
yet how divided the Court was in the 
 District of Columbia v. Heller case 
to simply recognize an individual’s right 
to keep and bear arms, much less incor-
porate it against the states. Actually, the 
Court has never been presented with 
an opportunity to consider a Second 
Amendment incorporation — until this 
week. Tuesday, the Court heard oral 
argument for McDonald v. Chicago, a 
case questioning the constitutionality 
of Chicago gun bans and asking wheth-
er the Second Amendment right to keep 
and bear arms is incorporated against 
the individual states. June is the Court’s 
deadline to render a decision. 
Mark Konkol, whose blog is featured 
on the Chicago Sun-Times Web site, pro-
vided an interesting perspective about 
the case’s plaintiff, Otis McDonald. 
Konkol notes in a short blog post pub-
lished Tuesday, “I spent an afternoon 
with [McDonald] to hear why a black, 
liberal Democrat would side with the 
gun lobby…Mr. McDonald[s] message 
was clear: It’s unfair to force an elderly 
man and his wife to sit inside their home 
defenseless when neighborhood crimi-
nals all around them are armed with 
a cache of weapons the size of a small 
militia…Mr. McDonald’s calm, reasoned 
insights were eye opening.” 
Protecting gun rights is more of a 
bipartisan issue than the current health 
care debate. Senators Kay Bailey Hutchi-
son (R-TX) and Jon Tester (D-MT), as 
well as Congressman Mark Souder 
(R-IN) and Mike Ross (D-ARK),  led an 
amicus curiae (Latin for “friend of the 
court”) brief in support of Otis McDon-
ald and his wish to keep a firearm in 
his home. In addition to who’s  led,  
Senators, including both Virginia Sens. 
Warner and Webb, and  Representa-
tives, including Congressman Goodlatte 
(who represents Harrisonburg,) signed 
on to the brief. In fact, more members of 
Congress have signed on to this amicus 
curiae brief than any in the history of 
the Court and the Congress.  e answer 
to the question raised in McDonald is 
indisputably bipartisan.  at solution, 
stemming from a majority of both hous-
es of Congress, is protecting a citizen’s 
right to keep and bear arms on all levels 
of government. 
Aside from the constitutional ques-
tion presented, it is worth mentioning 
the ine ectiveness of current gun prohi-
bition laws. Legislatures could pass the 
strictest gun control laws in the world, 
and criminals would still break them. 
 e only parties a ected are law-abid-
ing citizens, like Otis McDonald, who are 
stripped of their ability to defend them-
selves in their own homes and are left 
vulnerable to criminal attacks. 
A government can try to ban a prod-
uct as much as it wants, from marijuana 
to Cuban cigars to assault weapons, 
but it can never destroy a market.  e 
unfortunate byproduct of governmen-
tal prohibition is the creation of a black 
market — which the government can-
not regulate. Criminals, not law-abiding 
citizens, are the primary customers of 
this market.  erefore, it makes sense 
that regulation is a safe alternative to 
prohibition. No one can argue that it is 
more dangerous for the government to 
allow and institute common-sense reg-
ulation instead of banning handguns 
outright, as Washington and Chicago 
have done. Only in a fantasy world can 
one assume  rearms will simply vanish 
with the implementation of a govern-
mental ban. 
It is my sincere hope that the Supreme 
Court trusts the American people and 
incorporates the Second Amendment, 
ultimately allowing  year-old Otis 
McDonald the natural right to defend 
himself and his family in his own 
home.
John Scott is a senior writing, 
rhetoric & technical communication 
major and former SGA senator.
LETTER
Celebrating Women’s History
March  is International Women’s 
Day.  e Web site for IWD does not sell 
buttons, t-shirts or bumper stickers. Its 
mission is not to commercialize but to 
celebrate “the economic, political, and 
social achievements of women past, 
present and future.” What began as a day 
when women lobbied for their political 
and social rights, is now an international 
holiday in many countries.
And yet, International Women’s 
Day is not widely known, celebrated, 
or talked about in the United States. 
And Women’s History Month is not 
commemorated as are other special 
occasions.
 is month, we take them both back 
by reclaiming and celebrating them our-
selves — not because we are a minority 
but because of our contributions to our 
nation’s justice, society and history.
We admire the women who shaped 
our American history: Susan B. Antho-
ny, Gloria Steinem and Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. We appreciate the women 
who contributed to national litera-
ture: Anne Bradstreet, Maya Angelou 
and Sandra Cisneros. We celebrate the 
women who guided our music and art 
through societal change: Grandma 
Moses, Ellen Taa e Zwilich and Geor-
gia O’Kee e. And we thank the women 
who have pioneered in mathematics, 
medicine and science: Winifred Edg-
erton Merrill, Elizabeth Blackwell and 
Rachel Carson.
Women, we are here. We are here in 
this moment in society, backed by his-
tory and surrounded by change. May 
the examples of our fellow Americans 
give us strength and courage in con-
fronting the forces of sexism, racism and 
inequality in our nation and abroad. 
May we move forward seeking an end 
to discrimination against everyone — 
we who have experienced it for so long. 
In moving forward, may we never forget 
to look back.
Emily Iekel
sophomore 
modern foreign language major
No one can argue that 
it is more dangerous for 
the government to allow 
and institute common-
sense regulation instead 
of banning handguns 
outright, as Washington 
and Chicago have done.
BRENDAN HARTE GILSENAN |  guest column
Re-Recording Fails to Hit Right Note
Lionel Richie is a Grammy award-
winning artist who has fronted the 
Commodores, and sold more than  
million records. Justin Bieber is a -year-
old Canadian boy-band-type heartthrob 
who will most likely drift into obscurity 
upon reaching puberty. What do these 
two have in common? “ ere comes a 
time when we heed a certain call, when 
the world must come together as one.”
I fell to the ground.  I literally fell to the 
ground with shock and disappointment 
upon witnessing Justin Bieber lead o  
the th anniversary remake of Michael 
Jackson and Lionel Richie’s “We Are the 
World.” Bieber’s appearance only served 
to foreshadow the multitude of atrocities 
committed throughout the recording. 
After seeing the names of artists 
involved with the remake, I jokingly 
told my friends I thought the song would 
make use of that dreadfully overused 
modern touch of Auto-Tune. It was 
meant to be a joke… and oh, how I wish 
it had stayed one. 
Michael Jackson de nitely had a taste 
for hip-hop. In , “Dangerous” was 
littered with it, but he knew where the 
urban beats were appropriate and where 
they were not. Jackson did not write a 
rap bridge into “Will You Be  ere.”  at 
simply would have been absurd. Almost 
as absurd as LL Cool J, Snoop Dogg, 
and Busta Rhymes rapping a will.i.am-
penned bridge on “We Are the World.”
I understand Quincy Jones and Lio-
nel Richie were looking to get A-list stars 
for the recording, but I don’t remember 
hearing Run-DMC on the original. In 
, “We Are  e World” was recorded 
as the song it was written to be: a sensi-
tive pop tune performed by some of the 
world’s most notable vocalists, not most 
notable celebrities. 
This song was recorded to sell and 
raise money for Haiti, but other artists 
with more credibility could have contrib-
uted without diminishing sales. Where 
was John Mayer? Justin Timberlake? I’ll 
even take Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam. 
Instead we have Disney-manufactured 
icons, such as Miley Cyrus, Hilary Du  
and the Jonas Brothers, and vocally 
talentless acts, such as T-Pain and Lil 
Wayne.  e latter of whom heavily use 
Auto-Tune on the track to have their 
computerized-sounding voices hit all 
the right pitches.
 e newly written sections and array 
of non-deserving artists take away from 
the truly fantastic aspects of this re-re-
cording. Musicians such as Pink and 
Enrique Iglesias pleasantly surprised me, 
while those like Josh Groban and Jennifer 
Hudson unsurprisingly delivered lines 
carrying the depth and emotion the lyr-
ics convey. Unfortunately, we had to be 
greeted with a Pussycat Doll at Hudson’s 
side whose biggest hit seductively pro-
claims “Don’t Cha wish you girlfriend 
was hot like me?” And God bless Wyclef 
Jean, whose heart has truly been in the 
right place since the Haiti tragedy, but his 
frog-in-the-throat quivering vocals are 
over the top and detract from the song.
Half of the featured artists did a fan-
tastic job. Celine Dion, Jamie Foxx and 
Jennifer Nettles of Sugarland contributed 
beautiful vocals, but the rest seemed to 
simply be a who’s who of TMZ, a celeb-
rity and entertainment news Web site. 
Dozens of alternative vocalists could 
have taken part in this recording: Bono, 
Elton John, Dave Matthews or even Kelly 
Clarkson. Clarkson has done more to 
legitimize herself away from her com-
mercial roots than Miley Cyrus ever 
could and is more deserving of the priv-
ilege to contribute to such a monumental 
recording.
To me, “We Are  e World  for Haiti” 
is the equivalent to George Lucas reviving 
the “Star Wars” franchise. Lucas added 
many bangs and whistles and digital 
e ects to make his prequels bigger and 
better than the originals. Unfortunately, 
while visually captivating, the heart and 
soul of the  lms fell 
 at when compared 
to the classic tales of Luke Skywalker and 
the evil Empire. 
 e heart of the cause is in the right 
place, but it could have been done bet-
ter. I  nd this re-recording to be more 
insulting to the original than honoring. 
Unfortunately, what is done is done, but 
I do still encourage everyone to purchase 
this track.  e cause is more important 
than the legacy of any song ever could 
be.
Brendan Harte Gilsenan is a 
sophomore media arts & design 
major.
A “congratulations-to-both-
Canada-and-the-United States”
pat after the great gold-medal 
hockey game.
From a hockey fan who’s proud to 
be a North American.
A “cheaper-ain’t-always-better”
dart to the JMU Health Center for 
handing out faulty condoms to 
students. 
From a possible baby daddy.
An “I-hope-you-lose-all-your-
brain-cells” dart to everyone who 
chills with Mary Jane. 
From a girl who thinks Mary Jane 
smells.
A “comfortably-full-to-incredibly-
overcrowded-in-3.5-years” dart to 
the new JMU. 
From a senior who liked the older 
one better.
A “damn,-I-cant-hurt-you-now”
dart to SPF . 
From skin cancer who hates 
sunscreen-wearers everywhere.
A “Happy-Friday!” pat to Phyllis 
at Mrs. Greens for always being so 
cheerful and welcoming. 
From a group of junior girls who 
look forward to seeing your smiling 
face every Friday.
A “this-isn’t-
RollercoasterTycoon” dart to JMU 
for never cleaning up the disgusting 
vomit outside of Burruss Hall.
From a guest complaining about 
the disgusting state of the paths in 
your park.
A “good-for-you” pat to my 
professor who told us he was gay 
and proud of it.
From a girl who is glad you’re 
proud of who you are. 
A “spend-your-money-wisely”
dart to JMU, for increasing our 
tuition next semester. 
From a junior girl who hopes her 
money didn’t go to those stupid TVs 
all around campus.
A “what-did-we-ever-do-to-
deserve-this” dart to all the 
professors deciding to give out tests 
the week before spring break.
From a girl who has never done 
anything to you!
A “have-you-ever-worn-shoes-
without-shoestrings?” pat to the 
guy wearing 
 ip-
 ops on the quad 
today. 
From a sophomore who was 
impressed by your badass wardrobe 
malfunction.
An “is-that-really-necessary?!”
dart to the loogie-spitter who left 
behind the three puddles that I 
almost stepped in on the Quad.
From a girl who didn’t transfer to 
JMU to play leapfrog.
A “you-get-in-the-way” dart to my 
 p.m. class. 
From a girl who hates having her 
afternoon interrupted by you.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily refl ect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
The heart of this cause 
is in the right place, 
but it could have been 
done better. I fi nd this 
re-recording to be 
more insulting to the 
original than honoring.
Regulating Guns is a Safer Alternative to Prohibition
Re-Make of ‘We Are the World’ Reinforces a Good Cause, Yet is Still Insulting
SGA Debates are Monday, April 5 
What do you want to see?
e-mail your ideas, questions, and 
comments for the SGA Debate to
 sgadebate@gmail.com.
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• FREE FURNITURE UPGRADE  — with a 12 month lease. Come by
 and check out your new look!
• $200 REFERRAL FEE  — Receive $200 when you tell your friends
 and they lease. Valid for current and new 2010-2011 residents. 
• EXCELLENT LOCATION  — 5 minute walk to campus and 3 bus  
 routes servicing the property.
 
Call today  540-432-1001 for more information!
YOU
WANT IT. YOU GOT IT!
????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????
FREE FURNITURE UPGRADE
ENJOY WRITING 
BUT TIRED OF 
BEING TOLD WHAT 
TO WRITE ABOUT 
IN CLASS?
Write for The Breeze. 
You pitch us the story!
E-mail breezepress@gmail.com to get started.
Two years ago, I bailed on 
the band’s show early after they 
jammed for 45 minutes. It wasn’t 
the North Carolina-based trio’s 
fault. If it’s anyone’s fault, it’s 
mine. Then again, it was 2008, 
and Akron/Family wasn’t the only 
thing to be undeservedly bailed 
on. But hey, that was the “Love 
is Simple” tour. It’s 2010, and the 
band currently on the tail end of 
the “Set ’Em Wild, Set ’Em Free” 
tour and deserve another listen.
Akron/Family is the type of 
band that sees music critics flying 
to the press release in an attempt 
to give an accurate description of 
their sound. The band’s sound is a 
scattershot of influences, coming 
together to form a cohesive whole. 
Their sound is a little bit — folk — 
albeit of the freak variety, a bit of 
rock, some psychedelic, a pinch of 
noise, and a dash of a good, old-
fashioned jam band. It’s a unique 
flag to fly, reminiscent of the literal 
tie-dyed American flag serving as 
the band’s backdrop.
The group drew a big turnout 
to Clementine Café last Monday 
night. The crowd was composed 
of a diverse group that trafficked 
in extremes from young to old, 
from hippie to hipster. After a 
rousing set by all-girl art rock 
opener Warpaint, and a series of 
false starts keeping the band from 
taking the stage until nearly 11:00, 
Akron/Family wasted no time in 
establishing their presence. 
Launching with the song “River,” 
the band played a show focused 
heavily on their last two releases, 
while also incorporating material 
culled from beyond the scope of 
their four released records. 
Akron/Family is a tight-knit 
unit with a collective approach to 
musicianship. Bassist Miles Seaton 
and guitarist Seth Olinksy took 
turns on lead vocals. The band also 
resisted defined roles, as some 
songs would see the band doing 
a triple guitar attack or dropping 
them entirely for just drums and a 
sampler.
When performing, Akron/
Family is an exercise in controlled 
see Band, page 8
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By Hana Uman
contributing writer
For no more than $7, Harrisonburg locals are now able 
to travel from continent to continent simply by stepping 
into a restaurant only a few minutes away. 
Customers sit around dark wooden tables and chairs, 
drinking fair-trade coffee from Nicaragua, munching on 
coconut chicken from Thailand, or shoveling down rice 
and black beans from a colorful plate of Latin-Ameri-
can food.
“Globally inspired, local goodness” is the mission of 
A Bowl of Good Café, owned by Harrisonburg residents 
Katrina Didot, 42, and Rachael Dorsey, 31. Didot describes 
the café’s cuisine as “labor-intensive, handmade food.”  
“Here you can sort of choose what part of the globe 
you want to eat from,” said customer Paul Yoder. 
Less than 10 minutes from JMU, the café is on Mount 
Clinton Pike, across from Eastern Mennonite Univer-
sity. While the focus of A Bowl of Good is international, 
Didot and Dorsey try to use as many local and organic 
products as they can. Vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free 
options are also readily available. 
Didot, who has lived in and traveled to a variety of 
countries, said the name was inspired by her husband 
who suggested it while they lived in Guatemala. 
“He loved my food and he would say, ‘Someday you 
ought to have a vending truck that drives around and 
serves people bowls of good, and you should call it A 
Bowl of Good.’”
The café’s motto of “Globally inspired, local good-
ness” is not limited only to its food. Didot and Dorsey, 
along with their family and friends, made the café’s 
tables and chairs from local wood and placed tiles in 
the center of the tables that Didot had collected from 
her travels abroad. 
The two owners sit together, drinking coffee and remi-
niscing. They greet customers as they walk in and out 
of the café, knowing almost all of them on a first-name 
basis. 
“Because we’re independent business owners, we’re 
able to reflect who we are as people,” Dorsey said.
Didot and Dorsey met a few years ago at Kate’s Natu-
ral Products, the café’s first location. At the time, Didot 
was the sole owner, and Dorsey asked her if she was 
interested in a business partner. 
“She shot me down!” Dorsey said, laughing with Didot. 
After the café at Kate’s closed, Didot said she felt she could 
either let the business go or continue to grow it.
“I knew I couldn’t grow it by myself, so I called crazy 
Rachael and said, ‘Hey, do you want a life change?’ ” 
They opened the café in August, but have sold the 
products for a few years in groceries and farmers mar-
kets, including those in Harrisonburg.
 
see Good Bowl, page 8
The Good Bowl
Local and organic products combine with vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free 
choices to create A Bowl of Good Café. Co-owner Katrina Didot has sold 
natural products for more than four years and opened the Café in August.
PAUL JONES / THE BREEZE
DAN GORiN / THE BREEZE
Seth olinsky incited the crowd with 
the 15-minute “ed is a Portal.”
A Bowl of Good Café, located across from eastern Mennonite University, specializes in international soups and dishes, including Tom 
Khagai Bowl, a coconut-based chicken soup topped with lime and cilantro. Their dishes are made from organic and local ingredients. 
HUmor 
jamiE losE
contributing writerA Personal Apology to Akron/Family O’ Bread, 
O’ Cheese!
jEff wadE |  contributing columnist
I’ve been having a difficult time rationalizing 
the proper funding that should go into a college 
diet while taking into consideration what is 
supposedly healthy, yummy and appropriate in 
portion size. It took me roughly one or two trips 
to Food Lion to realize I can’t go around grabbing 
food in quantities with the freedom of D-Hall. As 
it turns out, food costs money in the real world; 
money I have strategically put away for more 
important things like adult onesies at Target and 
crazy straws for pregaming. 
Fortunately, over the years, I have had a 
thorough love affair with two major food groups. 
Bread and cheese. More specifically — the grilled 
cheese. It never lets me down! Think about it, you 
can eat it all year round — summer picnics and 
snowed-in school days. It’s always just the right 
amount of yum that leaves you satisfied, but you 
could still run a marathon after. Then there are 
the cheese choices to take into consideration. 
American Cheese is the girl-next-door, but 
Cheddar is the girl-next-door who will rub your 
thigh in the back of the mini van while your 
parents drive. Trying to diet? It goes great with 
apple slices. Feeling indulgent? Nothing beats a 
grilled cheese and Cool Ranch Doritos combo. 
Throw in a Capri Sun and you really don’t stand 
a chance. That is, until recently… Recently, 
something changed. Something unexpected. 
Enter: The Blizzard.
With my car under 500 feet of snow and with 
not enough motivation to walk in yoga pants 
to anywhere substantial, I turned to the trusty 
whole-wheat-loaf-and-produce drawer in my 
fridge. I got creative over the 100 days of solstice. 
I threw in some spices, added an extra layer of 
cheese, added an extra layer of bread, ate it with 
chocolate milk, made it for friends and friends 
of friends. In the quiet comfort of a winter day, 
cheese and bread brought people together. 
And then, without warning — without hope or 
optimism, something horrible happened. One 
day, right in the middle of a crucial snow day 
hangover, I just wasn’t in the mood. I didn’t want 
a grilled cheese anymore. I sat staring at the 
empty frying pan, wondering what in the world I 
could use it for now. I considered trying an 
see food, page 8
Editor Obsession
If you are an avid member of the colbert nation, you know 
it made its way to snowy Vancouver for Stephen Colbert’s 
Vancouverage 2010 of the Winter Olympics. With his snarky 
commentary and blithe bantering interviews, Colbert carried his classy style all 
the way to the British Columbia city. I’m not one to closely follow the Winter 
Olympics, but somehow Colbert made me care that some guy named Apolo 
Ohno won his seventh speed skating medal. 
Filmed live in the Colbert Report International Broadcast Chalet, Colbert 
boasted such guests as Shaun White, the sexiest ginger in sports, and Bob Costas, 
the sportscaster whom  Colbert graciously allowed to ride his stuffed moose 
in front of a crowd of cheering Canadians. Colbert also imposed the spirit 
of America on many of the Olympic international houses around the British 
Columbia city, where he got owned in a fondue pong game (similar to beer pong, 
yet with vats of scalding cheese) at the Swiss House and unsuccessfully read 
James Joyce’s “Ulysses” at the rowdy Irish House. 
If you think Colbert’s quasi-newscasts are entertaining back in Manhattan and 
MISSED his sweater- and spandex-studded performance in Vancouver, then you 
should feel just like Lindsey Vonn after wiped out... the second time.  
-anna Young
Art Director
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from page 7
Brad Burrow, the manager 
of Artisans’ Hope, a shop next 
door to the café featuring fair-
trade and handmade crafts, has 
worked with Didot and Dorsey 
to put on monthly events where 
food and crafts from a specific 
culture will be showcased. 
“We’re looking to create a 
good community thing here 
for Harrisonburg in general, as 
a whole, as just a place where 
people can come, relax, have a 
good healthy meal and shop in 
a shop that supports fair trade,” 
Burrow said.
In January, the two businesses 
teamed up to hold a fundraiser 
in response to the earthquake in 
Haiti. One hundred percent of 
the café’s proceeds went to the 
Mennonite Central Commit-
tee’s earthquake relief efforts. 
The café served between 400 
to 500 people and raised about 
$8,000.
“We had rice and beans up to 
our ears!” Didot said. 
Keeping with their focus on 
community, Didot said she and 
Dorsey try to use as many local 
ingredients as they can. For 
example, freezing local pep-
pers from the summer to use all 
year, buying hydroponic lettuce 
(lettuce grown using mineral 
nutrient solutions) and using 
only local beef and pork. 
“It’s important for us to know 
the farmer and know how the 
cow or pig is being raised,” 
Didot said.
The café also uses green-
friendly processes like collecting 
and using water from rain bar-
rels, composting and using 
compostable products, using 
a solar water heater, and 
handmaking all of the food in 
the café’s kitchen. 
While the local food and 
green movements are grow-
ing in Harrisonburg, Didot and 
Dorsey said buying local and 
organic has been difficult on 
their business financially. Didot 
said they have to pay two to four 
times more than they need to on 
some products.  
Didot used the store’s sau-
sage as an example. While 
sausage is normally around 99 
cents a pound through a food 
distributor or from a grocery 
store, she pays around $4 a 
pound locally.
“It’s not the cheapest way to 
have a restaurant for us, but it’s 
what we want to do,” Dorsey 
said.
“We never open up a can 
and plop it in a dish and call it 
food.”
Good Bowl |  Café Serves 
‘Globally Inspired, Local Goodness’ from page 7
chaos. Live songs bend and 
explode into new forms shifting 
into new styles, volumes and 
genres at the drop of a hat. 
And much like with toast, a 
little jam goes a long way. 
The band impressively used 
these sequences to play off 
each other and segue into 
and out of songs, while 
avoiding the trappings of self-
indulgent noodling. So, it isn’t 
unexpected when the band 
jumps from a folk hymnal 
into a funk-inspired bridge. 
Or when the band kills the 
lights, and drummer Dana 
Janssen swung a high-powered 
flashlight around to create an 
impromptu light show.
Antics like these showed the 
band was wary about being 
taken as too serious by teasing 
and prodding the audience. As 
the quality of an Akron/Family 
show is heavily dependent on 
the crowd returning the same 
energy the band puts out, these 
playful goads went a long way 
in bringing the crowd to where 
they needed to be for a great 
night.
The defining moment of 
the show occurred when the 
band built into folk jam “Ed Is 
a Portal.” The song is trotted 
out at almost every Akron/
Family show and is a staple of 
their live performances. Live, 
the seven-minute slice of neo-
psychedelic pop transformed 
into a nearly 15 minute epic 
that whipped the crowd into a 
tribalistic fury. 
Akron/Family and long sets 
go hand in hand, and as time 
went on, the crowd began to 
thin. Which is a shame, as 
those who let little things like 
a midnight on a Monday send 
them home early missed out on 
the band’s tastiest jams. 
This includes the band’s 
other signature tune, entitled 
“Silly Bear.” The song spins 
a tale of two silly bears 
looking for honey beyond the 
mysterious forest. 
This set everyone off guard 
for some of the band’s most 
cacophonous and blistering 
instrumentals. By the time 
the band closed their set with 
album opener “Everyone is 
Guilty,” that sense of child 
like wonder and excitement 
had bubbled into cult like 
adoration. 
Those who stuck it out until 
the show ended right before 
one in the morning are all 
card carrying members of the 
Akron/Family. For those who 
bailed early, I can relate. I just 
hope that they get another 
chance.
Jeff Wade is a freshman media 
arts & design major. 
Band |  Controlled Chaos, Jams 
from page 7
upside-down grilled 
cheese, and then faltered 
remembering part of the 
process was flipping the 
sandwich anyway… You know, 
the “grill” part. I was hopeless, 
hungry and at a loss. 
My roommates being the 
amazing people they are were 
there to console me. They 
asked me to consider my 
options. Think outside the box. 
Was it the grilled cheese that 
I didn’t want or the bread and 
cheese themselves? Well, let’s 
just say the light bulb went 
on. Bread and cheese can do 
great things in all shapes and 
sizes: Pasta and Parmesan, 
Ritz crackers and Cheez-Whiz, 
pierogies, quesadillas and 
string cheese, for God’s sake, 
people. The love affair doesn’t 
have to end! It can go on, grow 
and be better, more creative, 
satisfying and sensual on a 
whole new level. It was like 
angels from cheap, college 
heaven flew into my kitchen 
and sang to me, reminding me 
that a good thing never dies. It 
lives on in new ways, touching 
new people. The moral of the 
story is this: Hang on to what 
makes you happy. There will 
be rough days out there, and 
at times it may look like you 
won’t make it, but at the end 
of the day, the good things 
always come back around and 
are often better than before, 
ultimately making you all the 
better too. 
Jamie Lose is a junior media 
arts & design major. 
food  
Ode to the 
Endless 
Possibilities 
Of Bread, 
Cheese
Think outside the 
box. Was it the 
grilled cheese that 
I didn’t want or the 
bread and cheese 
themselves?
Love 
Life?
WrITe AbouT IT!
Join Our 
Meetings 
Mondays at 
5 p.m. in the 
Basement 
of Anthony-
Seeger Hall 
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CAA TournAmenT updATeS at breezejmu.org
on page 10 Julien SendS CAnAdA To FinAlS
‘Just Trying to Prolong It’
Caa tournamEnt
Feb. 11 - 17  
Club sports 
rEsults*
Club swimming
asau middlE-atlantiC 
rEgional Championships
n Women’s — first place
MVP — Shauna Plesmid 
& Natalie Dellinger
n Men’s — second place
MVP — Danny Isacson
Equestrian
intErCollEgiatE horsE show 
assoCiation (hollins)
n Catherine Vaughan — first 
place in novice flat
n Allison Smyrl — first 
place in open fences
n Jade Irby — first place 
in walk/trot
n Vanessa Colley — second place 
in intermediate fences
ihsa (uVa)
n Caroline Neville — second 
place in walk/trot
n Maggie Foley — third place 
in walk/trot/canter
n Lawler Watkins — fourth 
place in intermediate flat
ihsa rEgionals/
zonE qualifiErs
n Bekah Jarzombek — second 
place in walk/trot
n Jade Irby — third place 
in walk/trot
n Maggie Foley — third place 
in walk/trot/canter
*The breeze does not vet the results provided by the clubs. We encourage all Jmu sports clubs to 
report results to Ethan sherman 
at jmusccvicepresident@gmail.com 
every monday; results are printed Thursdays.
Moats, Brooks Perform 
At NFL Combine
football
by miChaEl dEmsky
The Breeze
Defensive end Arthur Moats and 
offensive guard Dorian Brooks rep-
resented JMU at the NFL Combine 
on Saturday through Tuesday. 
With the national media swarming 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, 
the duo proved why they were the 
first Dukes invited to the showcase 
in a decade.
“It was a great experience,” Brooks 
said. “I was honored to be there. 
Just being around those guys — the 
top players in the country — it was 
great.”
The combine provided the players 
with an opportunity to impress NFL 
scouts before the draft, April 22 to 
24 at Radio City Music Hall in New 
York City. After participating in drills 
including the 40-yard dash, bench 
press, vertical jump and 20-yard 
shuttle, Brooks and Moats were both 
regarded as top performers in mul-
tiple events.
Brooks posted impressive times in 
both the 40-yard dash and 20-yard 
shuttle — vital results for a player 
whose draft status is very much in 
the balance. 
His 5.16-second 40-time was 
good enough for eighth out of the 
46 invited offensive linemen, while 
his 4.66 second shuttle time placed 
him sixth.
“I thought I did pretty well at the 
workout,” Brooks said. “I didn’t hit all 
the numbers that I wanted to hit, but 
overall it was a good experience.”
Despite the promising results 
posted by Brooks, he may have been 
one-upped by the man he lined up 
against in practice for the past four 
years. 
Moats, the Buck Buchanan Award 
winner as the most outstanding 
defensive player in the Division I 
Football Championship Subdivi-
sion, established himself as one of 
the nation’s most elite athletes. 
Of the 67 invited defensive line-
man, Moats posted the 10th best 
20-yard shuffle time (4.37 seconds) 
and tied for the seventh best vertical 
jump (36.5 inches).
However, it was his 40-yard dash 
time of 4.66 seconds that showed a 
move from defensive end to outside 
linebacker may be a possibility.
Tied for the second-best time 
amongst defensive linemen at the 
combine, he proved himself faster 
than high profile hybrid players such 
as Jerry Hughes of Texas Christian, 
Carlos Dunlap of Florida and Sergio 
Kindle of Texas. Initially believed to 
be a sixth or seventh round draft 
pick, Moats’ outstanding perfor-
mance may result in an earlier round 
pick. 
Emmie Cleveland of The Breeze 
contributed to the reporting of 
this story.
‘Year of Parody’ in CAA
Freshman guard Darren White dunks in the last regular-season game for the Dukes. 11-seed JMU 
kicks off the CAA tournament against six-seed Drexel on Friday at the Richmond Coliseum.
Junior forward Jalissa Taylor had a double-double Jan. 10 against George Mason, with 12 
rebounds and 11 points. The Patriots were the Dukes’ last opponent of the regular season. 
Jmu Edges longwood with 
11-10 Comeback Victory
JMU baseball (1-3) opened the new Veterans Memorial Park on Wednesday, 
handing Longwood (5-1) its first loss of the season. Down 6-1 at the top of the 
fifth inning, JMU came back scoring one run in the fifth, five in the sixth, two 
in the seventh and one each in the eight and ninth for an 11-10 win. 
Senior pitcher and staff ace Turner Phelps, pictured above, started and gave 
up six runs on five hits in four innings of work. Check breezejmu.org to read 
about the game in depth.
by mikE kaplan
The Breeze
Pierre Curtis says he’s going to treat Fri-
day’s game just like any other.
But the next time JMU takes the floor, it 
won’t be like other games. The lights will 
be brighter. The stakes will be higher, and if 
the Dukes are on the short end of the score-
board when the final buzzer sounds, it’ll all 
be over.
The Colonial Athletic Association tour-
nament kicks off Friday at the Richmond 
Coliseum, and the 11-seed Dukes’ first-round 
draw is a rematch with six-seed Drexel at 8:30 
p.m. JMU (12-19 overall, 4-14 in conference) 
lost to Drexel 67-64 last Saturday in its final 
game of the regular season.
The CAA tournament is configured in a 
single-loss elimination format. The top four 
teams from the regular season (in order: Old 
Dominion, Northeastern, William & Mary 
and George Mason) are granted a first-
round bye.
In last season’s tournament, Madison 
defeated W&M in the first round but fell 
to eventual runner-up Mason 61-53 in the 
quarterfinals.
Curtis, the most tenured Duke, under-
stands the urgency of the one-and-done 
scenario.
“Nobody wants their season to be over, so 
everybody’s going to be playing hard,” Cur-
tis said after practice Tuesday. “Everybody’s 
going to give it their all, because if you lose, 
what were you holding it back for?”
The senior guard has perhaps the most to 
play for. A loss would signify the end of his 
record-breaking collegiate career.
“I’m just trying to prolong it, you know,” 
the seasoned veteran said with a bittersweet 
smile. “I’m just trying to prolong playing 
with these dudes.”
The only way Curtis and company can 
survive to play another day, according to 
coach Matt Brady, will be by playing good, 
crisp, fundamental basketball.
“The game plan doesn’t really change,” 
Brady said. “We’ve got to play better defense, 
rebound the ball and keep our turnovers low.”
see mEn’s, page 10
by CollEEn hayEs
The Breeze
After a highly competitive season, full of 
record-breaking moments and season-end-
ing injuries, the Colonial Athletic Association 
now rests on the final 40 minutes of regular 
season play to determine which tie-break-
er scenarios will set up the conference 
tournament.    
“What a year of parody,” Old Dominion 
coach, Wendy Larry, said. “We talk about 
how it’s happening in our conference every 
year and how we’ve improved our schedul-
ing and gotten more national recognition. 
I think this is the year of the CAA maybe 
breaking through and getting some con-
sideration for multiple bids in the NCAA 
tournament.”
ODU (16-11 overall, 14-3 in conference) 
has officially clinched the top seed, barely 
ahead of second-place JMU (22-6, 12-5), who 
were dependent on a victory last night over 
George Mason to hold the second seed out-
right. The Monarchs and Dukes split the wins 
in their two meetings this season, with JMU 
suffering a 67-58 loss at home Jan. 17 but 
defeating ODU 65-59 in Norfolk on Feb. 21. 
While JMU holds the best overall record, 
but has dealt with an inconsistent lineup 
due to injuries all season. Both junior guard 
Courtney Hamner and junior center Lauren 
Jimenez tore their ACLs last season, while 
junior guard Dawn Evans has been battling 
a kidney disorder along with swelling in her 
ankle.
“Just a couple weeks ago we were proba-
bly hitting a low spot for us, losing two games 
in a row, but the kids really responded, and 
we won four really tough games,” JMU coach 
Kenny Brooks said. 
The Dukes were not the only team plagued 
by injuries. The fourth-place Virginia Com-
monwealth Rams (18-11, 11-6) lost one of 
their leading scorers Jan. 12 when senior 
guard La’Tavia Rorie collapsed on the floor 
with a torn ACL after a baseline drive. 
“One of the most difficult things for us 
was overcoming the loss of La’Tavia [Rorie] 
with the tearing of her ACL,” VCU coach Beth
see womEn’s, page 10
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$5 OFF
Jiffy Lube Signature Service®  Oil Change
(with JAC card)
Bring in this coupon and get $5.00 off your next oil change at your nearest participating Jiffy Lube.
Come in every 3,000 miles for a Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change.
*This coupon is only redeemable at the Jiffy Lube at 1870 East Market St. Harrisonburg, VA
- No Appointment necessary.
- Free top off on your way home*
- National database keeps a 
history of your Jiffy Lube services.
$34.99
$29.99 (with JAC card)
Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change
Not valid with other offers. Jiffy Lube Signature Service®
is a registered trademark of Jiffy Lube International, Inc.
© 2009 All Rights reserved.
1870 East Market Street
across from Valley Mall
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(540) 433-8599
 
- $5.00
COME TO JIFFY LUBE FOR
YOUR NEXT OIL CHANGE.
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specific name. The middle name was an easy 
choice; it is only fitting that Carolyn, Pierre’s 
mother, and Sydney be tied together beyond 
sharing Pierre’s blood. 
“I just felt like my mom was such a big 
part of my life, and she’ll never get to see her 
grandma that would’ve spoiled her like crazy,” 
Pierre says.
pierre’s circle of trust
As he lounges in his comfortable black JMU 
Basketball jumpsuit, Pierre is at ease talking 
about his daughter, his mother and basket-
ball. But don’t be fooled; he isn’t this open. 
Not everyone gains access to his thoughts. 
As one close friend describes it, Pierre has a 
“circle of trust.” 
The circle idea comes from Rob Carson, 
the assistant director of JMU Student Athlete 
Services. Carson and his wife Jackie Smith 
Carson have been close with Pierre, since he 
first enrolled at JMU. Rob got to know Pierre 
through academic support, Jackie through 
seeing Pierre around the Convocation Center. 
Jackie describes Pierre as outgoing and says 
he always introduces himself to the female 
recruits, creating a welcoming environment 
on first visits. Rob, who considers Pierre a little 
brother, also describes Pierre as “very person-
able.” Still, Rob knows Pierre just likes to keep 
his circle small. 
Pierre Curtis is exactly how they describe 
him. He is personable. He is outgoing. He 
loves interacting with fans, referees, students 
and just about anyone willing to crack a smile 
like he does. But there are reasons why his cir-
cle is small. 
Pierre doesn’t talk at length about his father; 
he never had much of one. He keeps in touch 
with his three sisters, but his mother was the 
one true constant in his life. For a while he 
lived with his grandmother Norma Curtis until 
she died. He moved west to Denver to live with 
his mother in the fourth grade. Carolyn had 
first moved to Colorado when Pierre was 10 
for better medical attention for diabetes and 
kidney and heart problems. Pierre followed 
suit shortly thereafter and described reuniting 
with his mom as “the best day of my life.” 
“We did everything together,” Pierre dis-
cusses in almost the exact words he used in 
an interview more than two years ago, short-
ly after Carolyn’s death. “We play all types of 
games together. My mom taught me how to 
play any game imaginable. We would just sit 
in the house and just play games. I would just 
have fun. She was my best friend.” 
Listening to him rave about this beautiful 
person is inspiring. Carolyn beat doctor’s pre-
dictions by six years. It is easy to see why his 
circle is small. Before and aftershocks left him 
with even fewer family members to turn to.
Never-ending obstacles
Earlier that year his paternal grandfather, 
Jimmy Bailey, 77, passed away. Pierre was 
close with his grandfather despite having little 
relationship with his father. He hasn’t spoken 
to his father since the funeral. 
The day after Carolyn’s death, Pierre’s 
cousin and God-brother, Donnell Easterling, 
27, died in a car accident as he rushed home 
from Wisconsin to be with the family. Pierre 
sketched the initials of Carolyn and Donnell 
on his purple and 
white Nike game 
sneakers. 
Rashonda, and 
best friend and 
teammate Juwann 
James were clos-
est to Pierre at the 
time. Pierre and 
Juwann (’09) were 
inseperable during 
their three years 
together. All of his 
teammates and 
coaches rallied to 
his side, offering 
support, as Pierre 
contemplated not 
playing basket-
ball that season. 
Women’s basket-
ball coach Kenny 
Brooks also played a key role in offering sup-
port. A former JMU player himself, Brooks 
had been, like Pierre, a skinny guard. The two 
began referring to each other as “twin” when 
Pierre was a freshman. 
With encouragement from Brooks and oth-
ers, Pierre went on to play that season, but 
more members of the circle would be leav-
ing after another disappointing campaign for 
the Dukes. Fourth-year coach Dean Keener 
resigned amid pressure, finishing 35-81 in his 
tenure and extending the losing ways to eight 
straight years. Pierre took this hard; Keener 
had earned his mother’s trust. She hadn’t let 
her son move across the country on a whim. 
Carolyn was a “wonderful lady,” Keener 
said in 2007. “One of those people that you 
would say, ‘If you had a problem with her, then 
you had a problem.’ She always had a smile 
on her face.”  
Yet again, Pierre was tested. Like his mom, 
he’s tough. He deals.
curtis |  Keeps Circle of Trust 
Tight After Loss of Mother, Cousin
“We do things 
that are 
necessary. 
There’s times 
when we don’t 
have any money 
at all, but we 
have enough 
money to take 
care of Sydney.”
pierre curtis
senior guard
Senior Pierre Curtis holds his 10-month-old daughter, Sydney Denise Curtis, in the press 
conference after the Dukes’ 67-64 home loss to Drexel on their last game of the regular season. 
meN’s |  Attempt to Upset Drexel
from page 9
Brady’s bunch has found 
it difficult to put theory into 
practice in its two regular 
season meetings with Drexel 
(16-15, 11-7).
On Jan. 20, Drexel junior 
guard Jamie Harris scored a 
game-high 20 points to lead 
the Dragons to a lopsided 
78-57 victory in Philadelphia.
This past Saturday, JMU 
led Drexel by eight points at 
halftime, but a second-half 
collapse led to a disappointing 
home loss on Senior Night.
In those two games, Drexel 
out-rebounded JMU 87-53 and 
35-13 on the offensive boards. 
Another trend was the Dukes’ 
failure to finish; the Dragons 
outscored JMU by 34 points 
combined in the two games.
“We gotta come out in the 
second half with intensity; we 
were up both games at half-
time,” Curtis said. “[At Drexel] 
they got us pretty good in the 
second half, but here we pretty 
much had the game until we 
made a couple of mistakes.
“We never boxed out. If we 
don’t box out, they’re going to 
kill us on the glass again.”
Drexel, led by reigning CAA 
Coach of the Year Bruiser Flint, 
is a scrappy, grind-it-out team, 
ranked third in the conference 
in scoring defense (63.7) and 
fourth in field goal percentage 
defense (40.7.) Flint says his 
group tries to “out-ugly” its 
opponent, and that the game 
plan will remain the same for 
Friday.
“I always believe that the 
teams that win don’t go too 
much out of character,” Flint 
said. “They do what they’ve 
done pretty much the entire 
year to help them win.”
Out of character for the 
Dukes might be a welcome 
improvement. Brady has long 
lamented the inconsistency of 
his team which dropped eight 
of its final 10 games.
“It’s been a frustrating sea-
son, but this is a new season 
now, and you’re going on a 
neutral court against teams 
that, whether or not you won 
or lost [in the regular season,] 
everyone feels like they have a 
good chance now going into 
Friday,” Brady said.
This year, the CAA tourna-
ment could be more wide open 
than ever. For the first time, 
seven different teams won at 
least 10 conference games dur-
ing the regular season.
Unfortunately for JMU, no 
team has ever won the tour-
nament without a first-round 
bye.
Brady remains optimistic, 
despite an understanding of 
how difficult a task it would 
be to win four games in four 
nights.
“We’re not a team that 
knows how to play hard for a 
long stretch of time. We can 
certainly do it for a game, but 
I don’t know if we can do it for 
four,” Brady said, adding, with 
a hint of confidence, “I think 
we can do it for one. If we win, 
maybe that’ll change some 
things.”
If Madison somehow man-
ages to upset Drexel, a Saturday 
matchup with three-seed W&M 
would await the Dukes.  
RobeRT boag / The bReeze
WomeN’s |  Brooks Praises Players
Julien Finds Net for Third Time
JMU senior Corky Julien 
scored three game-winning 
goals in three games to help 
her Canada team win the 
Cyprus Cup, an international 
tournament 
On Monday, teammate 
Christine Sinclair found Julien 
on the far post where the Duke 
buried the ball in the back of 
the net in the 75th minute. 
The goal pulled Canada 
ahead of South Africa 2-1 and 
sent the team to the champion-
ship game Wednesday.
Canada won the cup with a 
1-0 victory over New Zealand. 
Julien did not score in this 
game, but scored game-win-
ning goals verse Poland and 
Switzerland in preliminary 
games.
— staff reports
WomeN’s soccer
from page 9 
Cunningham said. “But I think 
our team has rallied and tried 
to do the best they can.”
Despite her health concerns, 
Evans, who led the Dukes to two 
wins over top-25 teams (Virgin-
ia and Georgetown), leads the 
conference in 3-point percent-
age, averaging 3.7 per game, 
along with being the nation’s 
third-leading scorer with 25.8 
points per game.
“Just the intangible that she 
does for our team is probably 
the most important,” Brooks 
said referring to Evans. “She’s 
our leader, she’s our captain, 
she goes out and she leads by 
example. Fighting a kidney dis-
ease like she is, and she’s out 
there practicing hard every day, 
just gives our team such inspi-
ration, because you know if you 
got a little ankle sprain or a little 
bit of a cold, all you got to do 
is look next to her and see that 
she’s out there giving her all.”
While Brooks has heavy 
praise for Evans, nominating 
her for CAA Player of the Year, 
he also spoke highly of two 
freshmen who have been start-
ing throughout the season.
“For All-Rookie, Tarik His-
lop has been a great addition to 
our team and provided an extra 
scoring ‘oomph’, ” Brooks said. 
“Also, Nikki Newman. Nikki is 
our best defender in the post 
and one of our best rebound-
ers, and she’s doing it in her 
rookie year for a team that has 
22 wins so far.”
Check breezejmu.org over 
break for updates and results 
of the tournament. 
SGA Debates are Monday, April 5 
What do you want to see?
e-mail your ideas, questions, and 
comments for the SGA Debate to
 sgadebate@gmail.com.
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We Have A Spot,
Just For You!
We are pet friendly
Check us out
Sign a lease by Spring Break and take $20 off your rent
Get an extra FREE month of rent on selected units
$$$ $$$
540 - 442 - 4800       www.sunchase.net
*Offer expires March 7th, 2010, Some exclusions apply. Not applicable for lease takeover
TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
We can still
accommodate
groups
of four!
4 BEDROOM HOUSE, 2 blocks 
from campus, 2 baths, living 
room, dining room, kitchen, 
basement w/ washer/dryer, 
backyard, $345/person(need 4 
on lease), 85 E. Grattan St. call 
810-8290 or 810-1640
NAGS HEAD 4-Month Student 
Summer Rentals, May-Aug, 
seabreezerealty.com (252) 255-
6328
6 BEDROOM HOUSE 
393Elizabeth Street. Much nicer 
than most. 2 kitchens. 2 baths. 
Pets. $320 (540) 810-3632 
pictures:photobucket/home/
hamiltaj
4 BEDROOM HOUSE 2 
baths w/ washer dryer 350 E. 
Elizabeth, available August 1, 
2010, $240.00 per bedroom 
(540) 271-0175
BEACON HILL TOWNHOME! 
-New 3 br townhouse, only 2 
proir tenants, avail Aug 1. $410/
mo for master br, w/ private 
bath, $350/mo for 2 other brs. 
joe_lafauci@merck.com or call 
(540)421-1969
RENT APT/CONDO 2-3 
bedroom condo 2 bath washer 
dryer in unit ﬁ replace Avail. 
Aug 2010  ,$675 for entire unit 
,gpfaff1@comcast.net (540) 
289-7085
FALL SEMESTER 
APARTMENT. Perfect for 
fall graduation, semester 
abroad or student teaching. 
Large 2 bedroom apartment 
near Memorial Hall www.
castleproperty.com
NEW PILLOW TOP MATTRESS 
SETS ANY SIZE Twin. Full. Queen. 
King $99.00 each piece..sold in sets 
,AT Mattress Land 50 S. Carlton 
Street Harrisonburg (540) 434-2112 
(540) 434-2112
BARTENDING $300/ POTENTIAL 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
TRAINING AVAILABLE 1-800-
965-6520 EXT212
BARTENDING CLASSES 
jiggersbartendingschool.com, 
ﬂ exible schedules & payment plans 
(540) 560-7971
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED Make 
$5-$25 per survey. GetPaidToThink.
com.
DANCERS WANTED Paradise 
City State Rt 259 Mathias Wva 
Open Thur 7-1am Fri 7-2:30am 
Sat 7-2:30am Must be 18 to enter 
BYOB (540) 333-2501
SUMMER JOB Live and work on 
the Outer Banks (Nags Head area) or 
Virginia Beach. Now hiring drivers 
and ofﬁ ce workers. Visit www.
mworth.com for more information
PREGNANT ? Thinking about 
adoption as an option? I am looking 
to adopt. I am a nurse living in 
Northern Virginia for the last 23 
years. Please take a moment to visit 
my website at www.babyloveva.
com to learn more. Please contact 
me at 1-571-882-3533 or e-mail at 
babyloveva1@yahoo.com
por·trait –noun
1. a likeness of a person, 
especially of the face, 
as in a photograph
BREEZE 
PHOTO CONTEST
THEME: PORTRAITS
Submit photos to 
breezephotography@gmail.com 
until March 17.
One submission per person. 
Include a title, your name, year,
and major or department.
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